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DEALING WITH PRO SE LITIGANTS:
A Primer
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Marginalized people can become dangerous
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Program Summary:
e What are the Origins of SC

e How to Identify a SC
e Examples of SC behaviour
e How should Courts deal with the SC

Who are Sovereign Citizens

Generally:

* Anti-government

 Tax revolt

» Believe solely in natural law

* Obstructionists

» Often resort to unlawful means to an end
(at times a violent end)



Who are Sovereign Citizens

Pre-1960:
e Do not recognize federal jurisdiction (later, all
forms of government; Anti-State movement)
e Religious groups (fringe or Christian
Fundamentalists)
e Unstructured groups
o E.g., Posse Comitatus had begun to emerge, as
did many “wild west" survivor groups that lacked
a fundamental structure and limited following.

Who are Sovereign Citizens

Post-1960:

« Anti-tax movements (Posse Comitatus);

« Non-tax focused organizations:
o Neo-Nazi groups (The Order; the Weaver Clan)
o Anti-Semitism

« Moorish Sovereign Movement (1990).

- Militia groups

« Anti-LGBTQ (and other social issues): Qanon



Who are Sovereign Citizens

« The Southern poverty Law Center estimates that there are
over 300,000 sovereign citizens members in over 200
distinct organizations.

« The FBI Counterterrorism Division defines these members
as a “growing threat to law enforcement.”

* And, as we see, a growing threat to the expedient and
efficient machinations of the justice system.

Typical Criminal Case




Why Should Courts be Concerned with SM?

*Fraud
*Paper terrorism
*Obstructionism

Challenges with Sovereign Citizens

* Feign Ignorance

* Refuse to follow direction

* Poor, voluminous, and inconsistent
nleading practice

 Strain on a Court’s Patience
 Lawsuits against Court Officials




Refuse to Follow Direction

« SC prefer to run the court.

* Never answer the court’s direct
guestion.

* Tend to interrupt other party,
attorneys, witnesses, and, in particular,
the court.

Feign lgnorance

 Claim not to understand the process, the
reason being in court, or the judge.

« Deny authority of the court.

« Extreme cases, a litigant may deny ability
to understand English and require an
Interpreter.



Challenges: Video

Keywords you'll experience

with Sovereign Citizens

References to UCC Use of red ink
Thumbprints on doc “Employee ID" (vs SSN)
“Common Law” CENHGCIEINE

“Sui Juris” Foreign sounding country
“free man” Special Trust Deposit

“All rights reserved” “lawful de jure”
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Refer to person as “fiduciary”, “entity”, “representative”,

or “executor of”




Pleadings

Signature:

“in Proporia Persona”

Note that any capitalization of their name is

‘wrong”

v Sign off with “All Rights Reserved” and UCC-1 (they
believe their authority is derived through the UCC)
or using his/her name as a “living trust”

¢ Red Thumb Print over his signature (blood)
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What if | am Sued?

« Not unusual. SC often sue court officials
in federal court.

 Contact your Corporation Counsel

« (Judges should contact Director of State
Courts Office).

What if | am Sued?

* Protect yourself (sign up for notifications for any
efforts to cloud title on property you own).

 Let your counsel handle the matter.

* If you become aware of a lien on your property,
notify your attorney or Corp Counsel (you will need
to get approval from the Executive Office
(Governor) to remove the lien-which they are very
willing to do).



Strain on Court’s Patience

Broward County, Florida, Bond court:

Flag of War (or some SC refer to as a flag of
admiralty):




Flag of War:

o Schnieder v. Schlafer, et al, 975 F.Supp 1160
(ED Wis. 1997):

» Court does not lack jurisdiction over a matter
before it simply because the flag in the
courtroom has a yellow fringe.

1.Judges: Do not automatically recuse self.

2.Clerks: Accept the filings; do not give advice
from the window; avoid arguments.

3.Do not allow Sovereign Citizens to record
hearings.



4. Do not try to persuade the sovereign citizen
how their views (on the law, in particular) are not
correct.

5. Do not feel as if you need to allow a sovereign
to speak on and on.

6. If you feel intimidated, contact your courthouse
security or bailiff’s office.

You are in
charge

But you are
the adult in
the room




7. Be clear, direct and concise in directions.

8. Alert bailiff’s office for additional security in
preparation for hearing.

10. In exceptional cases, the Court may enter
orders prohibiting future filings (other than
habeas Corpus); be cognizant of any rulings.

Liens against you and your family
Wis. Stat. 943.60(1)



943.60 Criminal slander of title.

943.60(1)(1) Any person who submits for filing, entering or
recording any lien, claim of lien, lis pendens, writ of attachment,
financing statement or any other instrument relating to a security
interest in or title to real or personal property, and who knows or
should have known that the contents or any part of the contents of
the instrument are false, a sham or frivolous, is guilty of a Class H
felony.

(2) This section applies to any person who causes another person
to act in the manner specified in sub. (1).

Be vigilant.

Take a class in courthouse or personal
security and include your family.

Judicial Security Package (passed in 2024)



